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Suspected Bacterial Vine Infection 
 
MAF Biosecurity New Zealand (MAFBNZ) and Zespri have kept Turners & Growers 
fully advised regarding their investigation of a suspected strain of the bacterial 
kiwifruit vine disease, Pseudomonas syringae pv actinidiae (Psa), on a North Island 
kiwifruit orchard. 
 
We understand all necessary precautions are being taken to mitigate any risk of 
spread and will be working with all parties to encourage best practice orchard 
hygiene while the investigation continues. 
 
MAFBNZ has advised that the results of tests to confirm whether the vine infection is 
Psa will be know by Wednesday and, if it is confirmed, we will work with MAFBNZ, 
Zespri and our growers to implement an agreed action plan.  
 
There is no indication of this bacteria on any Turners & Growers orchards or any 
orchards growing ENZA kiwifruit varieties. 
 
Turners & Growers will keep the market updated with any new developments in this 
matter. 
 
ENDS 
 
Please quote Jeff Wesley, managing director Turners & Growers. 
 
About PSA: 
· Pseudomonas syringae pv actinidiae (Psa or batteriosi) is a disease that affects kiwifruit 
(Actinidia)  
· It was first identified on green kiwifruit vines (Hayward) in Japan about 25 years ago   
· Psa has never been confirmed as being present in New Zealand  
· Psa was first identified on green kiwifruit vines in Italy in 1992 and has caused substantial 
damage to both green and yellow-fleshed kiwifruit in recent years  
· Psa is also present in Japan and Korea where the disease is controlled by implementing appropriate 
agriculture practices 
Psa carries no risks associated with human or animal health, and does not affect plants other 
than kiwifruit vines. This is about the health of the vines, not the health of the fruit.  
 
About Turners & Growers:  
Turners & Growers is New Zealand’s leading distributor, marketer and exporter of premium 
fresh produce and the largest corporate horticulture investor in New Zealand.    Turners & 
Growers is also a large-scale grower of several fruit varieties including citrus, apples and 
kiwifruit.  
 
In 1959 Turners & Growers coined the name ‘Kiwifruit’ as it worked to establish the export 
market for NZ-grown Chinese Gooseberries in the United States. 



 

 

 
In January 2003, Turners & Growers merged with ENZA (formerly the New Zealand Apple & 
Pear Marketing Board). Turners & Growers remains at the forefront of the international 
kiwifruit industry with several new varieties that it has developed and tested for production 
and export. The company holds the global Intellectual Property Rights to ENZAGold™, 
ENZARed™ and the regional rights to Summerkiwi.™ 
 
Contacts for more information: 
For any media enquiries please contact Trish Sherson on 021 570 803 or e-mail 
trish@shersonwillis.com  


